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Ryan White Planning Council Meeting 
Minutes 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

The meeting opened with introductions from Planning Council members, including 
representatives from the Community Health Center, ACT, and the Connecticut Department of 
Public Health. The Planning Council reviewed and adopted the meeting ground rules, 
emphasizing mutual respect, confidentiality, open communication, and the Council's 
commitment to creating a seamless continuum of care for individuals impacted by HIV/AIDS in 
the Greater Hartford, Middletown, and surrounding regions. 

II. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 

Minutes from the May 7, 2025, meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved following a 
motion and second by attending members. 

III. Presentations and Program Updates 

A. HIV Prevention and PrEP Initiatives 

Seja Jackson from the New Hartford Health Department led a presentation on HIV prevention, 
focusing on personal risk assessment and the evolution of PrEP (Pre-exposure Prophylaxis), 
including oral and injectable forms like Apretude. Attendees discussed the importance of 
personal choice in HIV prevention and emerging developments such as: 

 A 6-month injection (Heliop) expected by summer 
 A once-yearly injectable projected by 2027 
 New post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) guidelines requiring treatment within 72 hours of 

exposure 

B. STD Prevention and Doxy PEP 

The presentation extended to STD prevention, highlighting: 

 Risk assessments based on behavior and medical history 
 New medication Doxy PEP, an antibiotic to prevent syphilis, gonorrhea, and chlamydia 
 Antibiotic resistance concerns and the continued need for partner communication and 

provider education 
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IV. Health Department Program Review 

The Council reviewed services provided by the Hartford Health Department, including TB care, 
flu and COVID testing, and vaccinations. The need for increased outreach to Latin/Hispanic 
communities was emphasized. Plans for community focus groups are in progress to gather 
additional feedback. 

V. FY 2026–2027 Priority Data Review 

Key updates were shared on priority-setting resources and the new data book format, which will 
include: 

 Static service definitions 
 Updated demographic focuses (e.g., Asian communities, aging populations) 
 Revised survey tools aligning with current planning strategies The final print deadline is 

set for the 11th, with presentations scheduled for the 3rd. 

VI. RFP Planning for 2026 Funding 

The Council discussed preparations for the upcoming RFP process, with key notes including: 

 A new RFP will be released in fall 2025, effective March 1, 2026 
 Current Part A providers must reapply 
 Recent provider exits (Mercy Housing, Trinity House, Rockville) and new provider 

interest 
 A request to separate workforce development data from housing data to inform funding 

decisions 

VII. HIV Workforce Data and Employment Services 
Discussion 

The Council clarified that workforce data is currently embedded within housing service 
categories. Committee chairs were instructed to submit specific data requests to enable potential 
reallocation of funds toward workforce development. The discussion emphasized tailoring 
services to community employment needs among people living with HIV. 
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VIII. Prevention Planning and Consumer Engagement 

Council member Andre McGuire discussed the need for: 

 Specific data breakdowns related to prevention programs 
 Expanding consumer representation—especially Hispanic females, Hispanic males, and 

heterosexual Black males 
 Ensuring a smooth transition in client services ahead of Trinity Health changes in August 

High evaluation scores were reported for provider performance, supporting continuity of care 
throughout the transition. 

IX. Community Outreach and Upcoming Events 

A. HIV Testing Events – June 2025 

 HIV Testing Day: June 27 — including community pop-ups and an event at Trinity 
College 

 Public service announcements and partnership efforts with the City of Hartford 
 HIV/AIDS Resource Fair and Walk: June 14 in Waterbury 

Members were reminded to send flyers for HIV Testing Day to Jenny Bovadia at the Health 
Department for coordinated promotion. 

X. Raffle Drawing & Membership Terms 

The meeting concluded with a raffle prize drawing and discussion around extending voting 
member terms until September to meet the required 30% consumer membership threshold 

XI. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned following review of action items and planning for continued 
engagement. Members were thanked for their participation and commitment to advancing 
equitable HIV/AIDS care in the region. 

 


