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I. Call to Order & Introductions (12:00 p.m.)  

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. Attendees introduced themselves to 
the person sitting next to them, and the agenda for the meeting was reviewed  

  

II. Approval of January 7th, 2026, Minutes (12:05 p.m.)  

The Planning Council reviewed the January 7th, 2026, meeting minutes. No 
corrections or additions were noted. The minutes were approved as presented with 
23 votes for approval.  

  

III. Planning Council Interactive Engagement Activity (12:10–12:25 
p.m.)  

Members participated in an engagement activity led by Peta-Gaye Tomlinson 
designed to support communication and help increase participation in full council 
meetings. Feedback from this enrichment activity/survey will be used to guide 
future member engagement strategies.  

  

IV. Presentation of Needs Assessment Results – DPH (12:30–1:00 p.m.)  

Presenter: Dr. Mitchell Namias, Pharmacy Consultant, Connecticut Department of 
Public Health.  

Dr. Namias delivered a detailed overview of the state’s Ryan White Needs 
Assessment, which is required for the upcoming Integrated Plan and the statewide 
coordinated statement of need. The survey was developed by the Needs  
Assessment Project Committee and piloted at multiple sites before launch.   

  

  
Key Findings  
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Survey Participation & Demographics  

• Over 1,900 clients and 7 partner agencies participated (September 19– 
November 21, 2025).  

• Demographics included 41% Hispanic, 37% Black, and 17% White 
respondents.   

Insurance & Dental Care  

• 20% of respondents need more or cannot access health insurance.  
• 25% of respondents need assistance with dental care.  
• White respondents were more likely to report unmet dental care needs, while 

Black respondents had higher unmet needs for insurance coverage.   

Support Service Needs & Racial Disparities  

• Black respondents reported significantly higher unmet needs across service 
categories, including transportation, food, and financial assistance.  

• White respondents reported the highest needs in permanency planning.   

Client Health Access Behaviors  

• Only 18% had a telehealth appointment in the past year.  
• 23% used the emergency department for routine care.  
• 32% had not seen a dentist in the past year.  
• Notable gender-based gaps in knowledge of medical interventions and 

reproductive health.   

Geographic Considerations  

• New Haven and Waterbury were underrepresented in responses, despite 
having large HIV populations.   

Additional Topics Covered  

• PrEP referral and eligibility challenges.  
• Need for future inclusion of immigration-related questions.  
• Ongoing work to address misinformation around HIV prevention and care.   
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Next Steps  

• Findings will inform the Integrated HIV Prevention & Care Plan due in June.  
  

V. Committee Breakout Sessions (1:00–2:30 p.m.)  

Members transitioned into separate breakout rooms for the Evaluations Committee 
and the Priority Needs Assessment (PNA) Committee.  

• PNA remained in the main room.  
• Evaluations Committee met across the hall.  

The groups reconvened at 2:30 p.m. as scheduled.   

  

VI. Committee Updates (2:35–2:55 p.m.)  

a. Recipient’s Office  

• Members were reminded that HRSA will conduct a site visit in April.  
Additional details will be shared separately.  

• The City of Hartford is hosting a luncheon on February 26th, Celebrating 30 
years of History in HIV Prevention and Care.   

b. Positive Empowerment Committee (PEC)  

• PEC met earlier in the morning to review materials and plan for upcoming 
meetings.  

• The Committee announced a Consumer Engagement Workshop scheduled 
for February 19, 2026, featuring a former Planning Council member as guest 
facilitator.  

• Goal: provide dynamic engagement opportunities outside standard council 
meetings.   

c. Evaluation Committee  

• Began scoring EIIHAH survey agency responses.  
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• Completed scoring for one agency; another scoring session will be held 
before the next PC meeting.    

d. Continuum of Care Committee  

• Finalized Oral Health Policy Document  
• Will begin drafting provider transition requirements template.  

e. Membership Committee  

• Three interviews are scheduled to be held.  

f. Priority Needs Assessment Committee  

• Continued with a deep dive into Needs Assessment Results Presentation 
provided earlier in the meeting.  

• The committee discussed what they felt was missing or needed fr this years 
Priority Setting and Resource Allocation presentation based on last years 
data booklets.  

• Review of Formal Data Request Letter to Recipients office for CT  
Department of Public Health   

  

VII. Meeting Survey (2:45–2:50 p.m.)  

Members were reminded to complete the meeting survey via the QR code. 
Feedback continues to be used to evaluate and improve meeting accessibility and 
effectiveness.  

  

VIII. Announcements & Other Business (2:50–2:55 p.m.)  

• HRSA site visit anticipated in April (dates forthcoming).  
• February 7th recognized as Black/African American National HIV 

Awareness Day.  
• Members were encouraged to donate clothing, blankets, and essentials.  

Donations can be coordinated with Carmen Raices or Jordan Wynn.   
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IX. Adjournment (3:00 p.m.)  

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.  
  


